The exact cause of liver failure occurring after long standing biliary obstruction is not known. 
The results of our study indicate that STS treatment increased significantly the survival rate of rats subjected to biliary obstruction. Liver mitochondrial function in the group treated with STS was mostly preserved due to regulation of mitochondrial respiration. Polarographic determination of these functions in the different studied groups was performed only once, four weeks after biliary obstruction, because the main goal of this study was the conceptual determination of the effect of STS. In future studies we shall try to determine the exact duration of the period in which STS is effective. 
